
January 2011

Law student leadership class begins
The TBA YLD's newest program for law students -- the Diversity
Leadership Institute -- got underway this month with a focus on issues
of leadership and diversity in the legal profession. The class of 15
joined bar leaders from across the state at the TBA's Leadership
Conference and then held separate sessions with Nashville lawyer John
Tarpley and a panel of lawyers including James Crumlin, Kaz Kikkawa,
Wendy Warren and Jude White. Former TBA president Gail Vaughn
Ashworth led the group in a debriefing caucus at the end of the
program. Over the next several months, the students will work with an
assigned mentor and complete CLE and public service requirements.
The program, an initiative of YLD President Tasha Blakney with
Eldridge & Blakney in Knoxville, is co-chaired by Memphis attorney
Ahsaki Baptist with Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs, and Chattanooga lawyer
Blair Bennington Cannon with Leitner, Williams, Dooley & Napolitan.
Learn more about the class

2011 CASA volunteer recognized
Paul Hughes, formerly of Fall Branch, was named the TBA YLD's 2011
CASA Volunteer of the Year last week at the YLD's mid-winter
meeting. The award, given posthumously, recognizes Hughes' four
years of service as a volunteer with CASA for Kids Inc. in the Bristol
area. During his time as a volunteer, Hughes worked with 46 children,
attended more than 30 continuing education training sessions, and
mentored many new volunteers. More significantly, Hughes overcame
emotional and physical challenges to serve as a CASA volunteer.
Having lost his wife and infant son years before, Hughes struggled with
alcoholism until finding recovery through Alcoholics Anonymous.
Recently, a back injury and then a heart attack threatened to derail
him. But he did not let these limitations hold him back. Hughes
continued to check in on his cases and provide whatever information
or assistance he could. According to those who worked with him,
Hughes demonstrated passion, enthusiasm, dedication and
professionalism in every case he worked before passing away on Nov.
2, 2010. Knoxville lawyer Katrina Atchley, chair of the YLD Children's
Issues Committee, said that in selecting Hughes as the 2011 CASA
Volunteer of the Year, the "YLD hoped to keep his memory alive and
provide an example of selfless service for all current and future CASA
volunteers." 
Read more about Hughes
See photos from the event on TBAConnect 

YLD names 'Stars of the Quarter'
During the TBA's Leadership Conference this month, the Young Lawyers
Division honored three attorneys who contributed significantly to the
YLD's public service and member service missions. Knoxville lawyer
Katrina Atchley was honored for her work coordinating statewide
distribution of a coloring book that explains the role of CASA
volunteers in a kid-friendly language. Atchley, an attorney with Lewis,
King, Krieg & Waldrop, raised funds from young lawyer groups in the
state, as well as corporate sponsor LexisNexis, to print 6,000 copies.
Ruby Tuesday donated 5,000 packs of crayons to accompany the books.
The books are being distributed to local agencies across the state by
the division's district representatives. Download a copy of the book
here

Other lawyers recognized were Memphis attorney Ahsaki Baptist with
Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs and Chattanooga lawyer Blair Bennington
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Cannon with Leitner, Williams, Dooley & Napolitan. The pair were
named "Stars of the Quarter" for their work producing the Diversity
Leadership Institute -- a new leadership program for law students. 
See photos of the award winners on TBAConnect

Wills for Heroes update
The YLD continues its push to produce Wills for Heroes clinics across
the state. The next event is scheduled for Feb. 19 in Murfreesboro. It
will be held at Pinnacle Financial Bank, 114 West Main Street. To
volunteer please contact District 7 Representative Aimee Luna at
aluna@las.org.

The Nashville clinic has been rescheduled to March 5. For more
information or to volunteer contact District 9 Representative Jenney
Keaty at jkeaty@kcbattys.com.

Finally, Lebanon attorney and Wills for Heroes Committee Chair David
Veile reports that the program is in need of used laptops. If your firm
is upgrading computers and would like a tax deduction for the
donation, please contact Veile at dveile@lowerylaw.com.

Mock trial competitions on tap
The 2011 Tennessee State High School Mock Trial Competition will
take place on Friday, March 11 and Saturday, March 12 at the Davidson
County Historic Courthouse. Two rounds will be held in the late
afternoon and evening on Friday, and two rounds will be held on
Saturday. Volunteers are needed for each of these rounds. Volunteers
are invited to join the YLD for dinner on Friday night, and those
traveling from outside Nashville may be eligible for reimbursement of
certain expenses. If you are interested in volunteering, please email
Committee Chair Marisa Combs or Vice Chair Troy Weston and indicate
(1) what round(s) you are interested in, and (2) your contact
information. For more information about the competition, including
case materials, please visit http://www.tba.org/mocktrial.

District competitions will take place during the month of February.
Dates that have been set are as follows:
Feb. 5 -- Jackson
Feb. 12, 19 -- Knoxville
Feb. 15-17, 22-24 -- Memphis
Feb. 18-19 -- Nashville
Feb. 25, 26 and March 1 -- Chattanooga
Feb. 26 -- Columbia 
Feb. 26 -- Franklin

Check the mock trial website for updates and dates for other
competitions as they become available.

Affiliate bar news
American Bar Association YLD -- The ABA YLD's next meeting is Feb.
10-12 in Atlanta. The weekend will offer opportunities for networking,
and sessions on diversity in the workplace, attorney-client privilege,
using social media for discovery and handling bankruptcy cases pro
bono. The ABA YLD Assembly also will meet and consider issues of
importance to young lawyers. For more information visit the meeting
website.

Chattanooga Bar Association YLD -- Barret Albritton with Leitner,
Williams, Dooley & Napolitan PLLC was sworn in last week as
president of the Chattanooga Bar Association Young Lawyers Division.
He takes over from Jason Demastus with Kennedy, Koontz & Farinash.
Also at the meeting, Demastus was named the division's Young Lawyer
Volunteer of the Year and presented with its annual award.

In other news, the CBA YLD will host the District 7 Mock Trial
Competition on Feb. 25, 26 and March 1 in Chattanooga. Those
interested in volunteering should contact Demastus at
jddemast@kkflawfirm.com or (423) 622-4535.

Jackson Madison County Bar Association YLD -- The JMCBA YLD will
host the District 2 Mock Trial Competition on Feb. 5 in Jackson. Those
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interested in volunteering should contact President Ashley Holliday at
ashley@wtls.org or (731) 426-1302.

Knoxville Bar Association Barristers -- The Barristers will host the
District 10 and 13 Mock Trial Competition on Feb. 12 and 19 in
Knoxville. Those interested in volunteering should contact Katrina
Atchley at katchley@lewisking.com or (865) 541-5258 or Jamie
Ballinger-Holden at jballinger@latlaw.com or (865) 637-0203 x259.

Memphis Bar Association YLD -- The MBA YLD held its first happy
hour of the year last week at Bar None. The event was sponsored by
Alpha Reporting Corp., and contributions for the Downtown Porter
Boys & Girls Club were collected. 

In addition, in preparation for the 2011 mock trial competition, the
MBA YLD has made a concerted effort over the past year to encourage
more schools to participate and to pair them with local attorney
coaches to teach them about legal issues and trial techniques. This
effort has paid off. This year's competition will include 28 teams
competing from 20 local high schools -- six more than last year and a
greater number from public high schools. To volunteer for the
competition contact Abby Webb at awebb@shuttleworthwilliams.com
or (901) 328-8223. Judges are needed from 5:30 to 8 p.m. on Feb. 14-
17 and 22.

Nashville Bar Association YLD -- The NBA YLD will host the 2011
Davidson County High School Mock Trial Competition Feb. 18 and 19 at
the Davidson County Historic Courthouse. Rounds will be held at 4 and
6 p.m. on Friday, and at 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m., and 2:30 p.m. on
Saturday. Those interested in volunteering should contact Lauren
Paxton Roberts at lauren.roberts@stites.com or (615) 782-2284, or
Matt Cox at mcc@iplawgroup.com or (615) 242-2400.

On Feb. 26, the group will hold its eighth annual Race Judicata at 8
a.m. in Nashville's Percy Warner Park. The race will offer both a 5K (8
a.m.) and 10K (9 a.m.) option. This year's race, sponsored by Land
Rover, will benefit two charities: FiftyForward and the
Nashville/Davidson Long Unmet Needs Committee. FiftyForward
provides educational, wellness, arts, music and travel programs, as
well as independent living assistance and volunteer opportunities for
senior adults. The Unmet Needs Committee is a working committee of
Nashville's Long Term Recovery Committee and is responsible for
coordinating the distribution of resources to flood victims and other
victims of disaster who are in need. For questions and information,
please contact Becca Brinkley at becca.brinkley@wallerlaw.com or Will
Parsons at wparsons@rwjplc.com.
Register online or download an application

Upper Cumberland Young Lawyers Association -- The Upper
Cumberland Young Lawyers Association will hold its next meeting Feb.
24 at 6 p.m. at El Tapatio Restaurant in Cookeville. For more
information, please contact UCYLA President Phil Hatch at
pahatch@tndagc.org or Rachel Moses at rmoses@las.org.

Upcoming CLE

THIS WEEK!
Encountering & Avoiding Ethical Traps -- This three-hour seminar,
presented in Knoxville, Memphis and Nashville on Feb. 4, will provide
a unique and entertaining look at a range of ethical issues that
attorneys face. Attendees will watch a series of video presentations
containing ethical situations and engage in interactive discussion to
gain insights on recognizing and avoiding common ethical traps. All
times are local. Registration begins at 12:30 p.m. The program runs
from 1 to 4:15 p.m. and provides three dual hours of CLE credit.
Register here:

Knoxville Course
Location -- UT Conference Center
Producer -- Chris McCarty, Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop PC

Memphis Course
Location -- University of Memphis Law School
Producer -- Stacie Winkler, Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell &
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Berkowitz PC

Nashville Course
Location -- Tennessee Bar Center
Producer -- Colleen Sweeney, HCA
Moderator -- Jonathan Harris, Ogletree, Deakins, Nash Smoak &
Stewart PC

Bankruptcy Primer Webcast Series -- For four consecutive weeks in
March, the YLD will present a one-hour webcast looking at key issues
at stake when dealing with bankruptcy cases. All webcasts will take
place at 12 noon central time. The schedule is as follows:

March 2 -- Judicial Estoppels Issues with Griffin S. Dunham of MGLAW
Register here

March 9 -- Chapter 7 Issues with Curtis R. Harrington II of Lassiter,
Tidwell, Davis, Keller & Hogan
Register here

March 16 -- Chapter 13 Issues with Gordon H. Boutwell of Gordon Law
Group
Register here

March 23 -- Settlement Negotiations When Bankruptcy is Involved with
Sean Kirk of Miller & Martin
Register here

Trial Practice -- The YLD will present its annual Trial Practice CLE in
Knoxville and Nashville on March 31. As jury trials become less
frequent, young litigators spend less and less time in the courtroom
honing their skills. This course aims to fill that gap by recreating a
"real" trial experiences with seasoned lawyers, combative witnesses
and a presiding judge. Attendees will observe key aspects of a basic
trial including voir dire, direct and cross examination of an expert,
and other areas often left out of law school curriculum. Trial
participants will recreate the courtroom scene, provide commentary
on their tactics and then open the floor to questions and group
discussion. By the end of the day, participants will be better equipped
to handle themselves and represent their clients in the courtroom.
Register for the Knoxville seminar
Register for the Nashville seminar

Social Networking -- Mark your calendar for a four-part webcast
series on social networking coming next summer from the YLD. If there
are specific topics you would like to see addressed please share them
with CLE Committee Chair Stacie Winkler at
swinkler@bakerdonelson.com or (901) 577-8187
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